
Introduction
The rapid development of digital communication technologies has transformed the way

people interact, exchange information, and use language in everyday life. Over the last decade,
podcasts have emerged as one of the most popular forms of online media communication.
Millions of people around the world listen to podcasts regularly for educational purposes,
entertainment, news, self-development, and social interaction.

Unlike traditional radio or television broadcasting, podcasts usually imitate spontaneous
spoken communication and conversational interaction. Podcast hosts often speak
informally, use emotionally expressive language, and create a communicative atmosphere
similar to everyday face-to-face conversations. As a result, podcasts have begun to influence
modern spoken English and contribute to the spread of new communicative tendencies
(Crystal, 2011).

The relevance of this study is determined by the increasing role of podcasts in shaping
contemporary spoken English. Modern podcast communication reflects important linguistic
changes associated with digital discourse, including grammatical simplification,
conversational vocabulary, emotional speech, and audience-oriented interaction (Tagg,
2015).

Although numerous studies have focused on digital communication and social media
language, the linguistic influence of podcasts on spoken English remains insufficiently
explored. Since podcasts are consumed daily by global audiences, they represent an important
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source of language transformation and deserve detailed linguistic investigation (Myers,
2010).

The aim of this research is to analyze the influence of podcasts on modern spoken
English.

The objectives of the study are:
1. to identify the main linguistic features of podcast communication;

2. to investigate how podcasts influence conversational English;

3. to examine lexical and grammatical changes associated with podcast discourse;

4. to analyze the communicative role of podcasts in modern digital interaction.

The object of the research is modern English podcast discourse.
The subject of the research is the influence of podcasts on lexical, grammatical, pragmatic,

and communicative aspects of spoken English.
The hypothesis of the study is that podcasts significantly influence modern spoken English

by promoting conversational language patterns, informal communication strategies, and
emotionally expressive speech behavior.

Methods
The present study employs several linguistic methods commonly used in Discourse Analysis

and Sociolinguistics.
The primary method used in the research is discourse analysis, which allows the

investigation of communicative structures, interaction patterns, and conversational strategies in
podcast communication (Gee, 2014).

The study also applies descriptive analysis to classify lexical and grammatical phenomena
characteristic of podcast speech. In addition, contextual analysis is used to examine the
communicative functions of linguistic units within authentic podcast episodes (McCarthy,
1991).

The research material consists of fragments from popular English-language podcasts related
to education, entertainment, interviews, business, and everyday communication. The selected
podcast episodes contain authentic spontaneous speech produced by native speakers of
English.

Particular attention was paid to:
conversational vocabulary;

slang expressions;

discourse markers;

filler words;

pronunciation patterns;

grammatical simplification;

audience-oriented communication.
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The analysis focused on recurring linguistic tendencies that demonstrate the influence of
podcasts on contemporary spoken English. The methodological approach of the research is
additionally influenced by studies on conversation and technology in digital communication
environments presented by Hutchby (2001).

Results
The analysis revealed that podcasts exert a significant influence on modern spoken

English and contribute to the spread of informal conversational communication.
One of the most noticeable influences of podcasts is the popularization of conversational

vocabulary and slang expressions. Podcast hosts frequently use informal lexical items,
contractions, idiomatic expressions, and colloquial phrases in order to create a natural and
friendly atmosphere. Expressions such as “gonna,” “wanna,” “kinda,” “pretty much,” and
“you guys” occur regularly in podcast communication. Similar tendencies were described by
Thornbury and Slade (2006) in their studies of conversational English.

Another important finding is the increasing use of filler words and discourse markers in
modern spoken English under the influence of podcasts. Common expressions include:

“like”;

“you know”;

“I mean”;

“actually”;

“well.”

These elements help speakers organize spontaneous speech, maintain fluency, and establish
emotional connection with listeners (McCarthy, 1991).

The study also demonstrated that podcasts encourage grammatical simplification in spoken
English. Speakers frequently use:

incomplete sentences;

ellipsis;

fragmented utterances;

repetitions;

simplified syntactic structures.

For example:
“Sounds good.”

“Never really thought about it.”
“Pretty interesting actually.”

Such constructions imitate natural spontaneous communication and contribute to
conversational authenticity (Gee, 2014).

Another significant influence of podcasts is connected with pronunciation and intonation
patterns. Podcast hosts often use relaxed pronunciation, connected speech, reduction,
emotional intonation, and expressive stress patterns. As a result, listeners become increasingly
familiar with natural spoken English rather than formal textbook pronunciation.
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The findings additionally revealed that podcasts promote audience-oriented
communication. Podcast hosts constantly attempt to involve listeners through direct address,
rhetorical questions, humor, storytelling, and emotional interaction. Expressions such as:

“Have you ever experienced this?”
“Let me know what you think.”
“You probably understand this situation.”

create the impression of personal communication and strengthen listener engagement. This
interactive communicative model reflects the characteristics of modern digital environments
described by Androutsopoulos (2014).

The analysis also showed that podcasts contribute to the globalization of conversational
English because listeners from different countries adopt modern spoken expressions, discourse
markers, and communication styles frequently used in podcast discourse (Jones, 2015).

Discussion
The findings of the study confirm that podcasts have become an influential factor in the

transformation of modern spoken English. Their conversational nature encourages the
spread of informal communication patterns and emotionally expressive speech behavior.

One possible explanation for this influence is the communicative structure of podcast
discourse itself. Unlike traditional broadcasting, podcasts focus on authenticity, spontaneity,
and emotional closeness between speakers and audiences. Consequently, podcast hosts
intentionally use conversational language in order to sound natural and relatable (Fairclough,
1995).

The active use of filler words, slang expressions, and simplified grammar demonstrates that
modern spoken English increasingly values communicative efficiency and emotional
authenticity over strict grammatical formality (Tagg, 2015).

The research also suggests that podcasts influence not only vocabulary but also
communicative behavior. Many listeners unconsciously adopt pronunciation patterns,
conversational markers, intonation models, and speech habits commonly heard in podcasts.
This process reflects broader tendencies characteristic of modern digital communication
environments (Myers, 2010).

Another important observation is that podcasts accelerate the international spread of
contemporary spoken English. Since podcasts are accessible worldwide, they contribute to
the globalization of English-language communication and the dissemination of modern
conversational norms (Thornbury & Slade, 2006).

The interactive nature of podcast communication additionally reflects the technological
transformation of conversational practices in digital environments. Modern podcasts
combine traditional spoken interaction with technologically mediated communication, which
changes the dynamics of language use and audience participation (Hutchby, 2001).

The results of the study contribute to the further development of Digital Linguistics,
Pragmatics, and Media Linguistics.

Future research may investigate the influence of podcasts on English language learners,
generational differences in podcast communication, and cross-cultural aspects of podcast
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discourse.
Conclusion
To conclude, podcasts have become an important factor influencing the development of

modern spoken English. Podcast discourse promotes conversational vocabulary, simplified
grammar, emotional expressiveness, interactive communication, and natural
pronunciation patterns.

The study demonstrated that podcasts contribute to the formation of a new model of spoken
communication characteristic of the digital era. Modern podcast communication combines
elements of spontaneous speech and media discourse, creating a hybrid form of digital
interaction.

The findings confirm that podcasts influence both linguistic structures and communicative
behavior in contemporary English-speaking environments. Therefore, podcast discourse
represents an important area for further linguistic investigation within modern digital
communication studies.
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