
Introduction
Over the last decade, digital technologies have transformed human communication in many

ways. Social media platforms, online videos, streaming services, and podcasts have become an
essential part of everyday life. Among these forms of digital communication, podcasts occupy a
particularly important position because they create an atmosphere of direct and natural
interaction between speakers and listeners (Crystal, 2011).

Today millions of people listen to podcasts daily while studying, working, traveling, or
relaxing. Podcasts discuss an enormous variety of topics, including education, psychology,
politics, business, health, culture, and entertainment. Unlike traditional television or radio
programs, podcasts usually imitate informal real-life conversations. This communicative style
influences the language used by podcast hosts and guests (Fairclough, 1995).

The relevance of this study is connected with the growing influence of podcasts on modern
spoken English. Podcast communication reflects current linguistic tendencies, including
informal vocabulary, simplified grammar, emotional speech, and spontaneous interaction.
Since podcasts are becoming increasingly popular worldwide, they represent an important
object of modern linguistic research (Tagg, 2015).

Although many scholars have studied digital communication and online discourse, podcasts
still remain insufficiently investigated in comparison with social networks, blogs, or online
messaging. For this reason, studying podcast discourse can help researchers better understand
the development of contemporary English in digital environments (Myers, 2010).
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Abstract: Modern digital communication has significantly changed the way people use language in
everyday life. One of the fastest-growing forms of online communication today is podcasting.
Podcasts have become popular not only as a source of entertainment but also as platforms for
education, interviews, storytelling, and public discussion. Due to their conversational nature,
podcasts provide valuable material for linguistic analysis. The present research examines the main
linguistic characteristics of modern English podcasts, focusing on lexical, grammatical, pragmatic,
and discourse-related features. The study is based on discourse analysis and descriptive analysis of
authentic podcast episodes. The results demonstrate that podcast speech is highly informal,
emotionally expressive, and interaction-oriented. The research also shows that podcasts combine
elements of spontaneous spoken communication and media discourse, forming a unique type of
digital language interaction. The findings contribute to the study of modern English discourse and
digital linguistics.

Key words: podcasts, digital discourse, spoken English, conversational language, pragmatics,
discourse analysis

6



The aim of this research is to investigate the linguistic features of modern English
podcasts.

The objectives of the study are:
1. to identify lexical features typical of podcast communication;

2. to analyze grammatical characteristics of podcast speech;

3. to examine pragmatic and discourse-related aspects of podcast interaction;

4. to determine the communicative role of conversational strategies in podcasts.

The object of the research is English-language podcast discourse.
The subject of the research is the system of lexical, grammatical, pragmatic, and

discourse features used in modern English podcasts.
The hypothesis of the study is that podcast communication differs from traditional

spoken discourse because digital communication encourages greater informality,
emotionality, and conversational flexibility.

Methods
The present research is based on several methods commonly used in Linguistics and

Discourse Analysis.
The primary method applied in the study is discourse analysis. This method makes it

possible to investigate how speakers organize communication, maintain interaction, express
emotions, and establish contact with listeners during podcast conversations (Gee, 2014).

The study also uses descriptive analysis to classify lexical and grammatical features found
in podcast speech. In addition, contextual analysis is employed to understand how specific
language units function within different communicative situations (McCarthy, 1991).

The research material includes fragments from several popular English-language podcasts
related to entertainment, interviews, education, and everyday communication. Authentic
podcast episodes involving native speakers of English were selected for analysis because they
provide examples of natural spoken interaction.

Particular attention was paid to:
conversational vocabulary;

filler words;

discourse markers;

grammatical simplification;

emotional expressions;

communicative strategies;

audience-oriented interaction.

The analysis was conducted through careful observation of recurring linguistic patterns in
podcast communication. The methodological approach of the study is also influenced by
research on conversation and technology presented by Hutchby (2001).

Results
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The analysis revealed that modern English podcasts possess several distinctive linguistic
characteristics that differentiate them from more formal forms of spoken communication.

One of the most noticeable features is the active use of informal and conversational
vocabulary. Podcast hosts frequently employ colloquial expressions, slang words,
contractions, and idiomatic phrases in order to create a relaxed atmosphere and sound closer
to their audience. Expressions such as “gonna,” “wanna,” “kinda,” “you know,” and “pretty
much” occur regularly in spontaneous podcast speech. Similar tendencies were discussed by
Thornbury and Slade (2006) in their research on conversational English.

Another important feature is the high frequency of filler words and discourse markers.
Speakers often use expressions like:

“well”;

“like”;

“I mean”;

“actually”;

“you know.”

These elements help speakers organize thoughts, avoid pauses, maintain fluency, and create
the impression of natural conversation. In many cases, filler words also function as tools of
emotional connection between hosts and listeners (McCarthy, 1991).

The research additionally demonstrated that podcast discourse is characterized by
grammatical simplification. Speakers often produce incomplete sentences, interrupted
structures, repetitions, and fragmented utterances. For example:

“Sounds amazing.”
“Not really sure about that.”
“Honestly, never thought about it.”

Such constructions are typical of spontaneous spoken English and contribute to the
conversational style of podcasts (Gee, 2014).

Emotionality also plays a significant role in podcast communication. Speakers actively use
humor, storytelling, personal experiences, exaggeration, emphatic intonation, and emotionally
expressive vocabulary. This emotional component increases listener engagement and helps
maintain audience attention for long periods of time (Fairclough, 1995).

Furthermore, podcast communication demonstrates strong audience orientation. Even
though listeners do not participate directly in conversations, podcast hosts constantly attempt to
involve them through direct address and interactive phrases such as:

“Have you ever experienced this?”
“Let me know your opinion.”
“You guys will definitely understand this.”

This interactive nature reflects the characteristics of modern digital communication
environments described by Androutsopoulos (2014).

The analysis also showed that podcasts combine characteristics of both spontaneous
conversation and professional media discourse. On the one hand, podcast speech appears
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natural and unscripted; on the other hand, speakers still maintain topic organization and
communicative structure typical of media communication (Jones, 2015).

Discussion
The findings of the study confirm that podcasts represent a relatively new and highly

dynamic form of digital discourse. The popularity of podcasts has contributed to the spread of
informal spoken English in digital communication environments (Crystal, 2011).

One possible explanation for the conversational nature of podcast language is the
communicative goal of podcasting itself. Podcast hosts usually aim to create a feeling of
personal conversation rather than formal broadcasting. As a result, speakers intentionally
avoid overly academic or rigid language structures (Fairclough, 1995).

The active use of filler words, incomplete sentences, and emotional vocabulary demonstrates
that authenticity has become one of the central values in modern digital communication.
Unlike traditional media formats, podcasts often encourage spontaneity and natural speech
behavior (Tagg, 2015).

The study also suggests that podcast discourse reflects broader linguistic tendencies
characteristic of the digital era. Modern communication increasingly favors simplicity,
emotional expressiveness, interactivity, and conversational closeness. Podcasts clearly
illustrate these tendencies (Myers, 2010).

Another important observation is that podcasts influence the spread of contemporary spoken
English among global audiences. Since millions of listeners regularly consume podcast content,
podcast communication may contribute to the popularization of slang expressions, discourse
markers, and new conversational patterns (Thornbury & Slade, 2006).

The results of the research contribute to the further development of Digital Linguistics,
Sociolinguistics, and Pragmatics.

Future studies may investigate cross-cultural differences in podcast communication, gender-
related linguistic features, or the impact of podcasts on English language learning.

Conclusion
To conclude, modern English podcasts represent an important form of contemporary

digital communication characterized by informality, conversational vocabulary,
grammatical flexibility, emotional speech, and audience-oriented interaction.

The study demonstrated that podcast discourse combines features of spontaneous spoken
communication and media discourse, creating a hybrid linguistic model typical of the
digital age. Podcasts reflect ongoing transformations in modern English influenced by
technological development and online interaction (Jones, 2015).

The results confirm that podcasts are not merely entertainment platforms but also valuable
linguistic environments that reflect current tendencies in spoken English communication.
Therefore, podcast discourse deserves further attention within modern linguistic research.

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l S
ci

en
tif

ic
 C

on
fe

re
nc

es
O

pe
n 

A
cc

es
s |

 S
ci

en
tif

ic
 o

nl
in

e 
| C

on
fe

re
nc

e 
Pr

oc
ee

di
ng

s

TRANSFORMATIVE APPROACHES IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
International Scientific Conferences

Date: 18 May 2026

9



References

1. Crystal, D. Language and the Internet. Cambridge University Press, 2011.

2. Fairclough, N. Media Discourse. London: Edward Arnold, 1995.

3. Gee, J. P. An Introduction to Discourse Analysis: Theory and Method. Routledge, 2014.

4. Hutchby, I. Conversation and Technology. Polity Press, 2001.

5. McCarthy, M. Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers. Cambridge University Press,
1991.

6. Myers, G. The Discourse of Blogs and Wikis. Continuum, 2010.

7. Tagg, C. Exploring Digital Communication. Routledge, 2015.

8. Thornbury, S., Slade, D. Conversation: From Description to Pedagogy. Cambridge
University Press, 2006.

9. Androutsopoulos, J. “Computer-Mediated Communication and Linguistic Landscapes.”
Journal of Sociolinguistics, 2014.

10. Jones, R. H. Discourse and Digital Practices. Routledge, 2015.

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l S
ci

en
tif

ic
 C

on
fe

re
nc

es
O

pe
n 

A
cc

es
s |

 S
ci

en
tif

ic
 o

nl
in

e 
| C

on
fe

re
nc

e 
Pr

oc
ee

di
ng

s

TRANSFORMATIVE APPROACHES IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
International Scientific Conferences

Date: 18 May 2026

10

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

